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| want to encourage each of you to take time to
enjoy our combined Holiday’s! This is a special
time in academia to renew and rejuvenate so that
we might be reenergized to better serve our stu-
dents, clientele and society in the New Year! We
have a lot to appreciate about this past year and |
hope that each of you take time to consider the
good things in your lives.

Congratulations to our fall graduates and the
many instructors and advisors that have prepared
them for many successful careers (see listing in-
side). We were honored by having our President,
George W. Bush, deliver the commencement ad-
dress.

As we wrapped up the fall, it was a pleasure to
see our activities in the Texas Plant Protection
Conference, with several award recipients. (See
article inside). | had the opportunity to meet with
the student advisory group in early December.
Their ideas offer many insights into how we might
improve the services that we provide our stu-
dents. | greatly appreciate the time these stu-
dents spend with me as the changes that we dis-
cuss are long-term and beyond the opportunity
for most to benefit directly.
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We recently met with the crop testing advisory
committee. Crop testing seems to be on track
with positive cash flow, an increasing number of
trials and entries and good interaction with our
clientele through meetings, web and hardcopy
information and the strong reputation for provid-
ing unbiased results. Congratulations to all in-
volved.

| had the opportunity to sit in on the annual report
for CERES in Los Angeles this month and con-
gratulate our AgriLife team for the dynamic rela-
tionship that is developing. | also had the oppor-
tunity to meet with the Texas Cotton Producers
and participate in the Cotton State Support an-
nual update and meet with the board at the Turf
Grass Producers meeting. Travis represented us
at the Commodity forum in Amarillo and | had the
opportunity to meet with representatives from
corn, sorghum and wheat. The annual review
process is underway with Vernon and Amarillo
completed. | am always amazed at how many
projects we participate in and the difference that
we are making for Texas and the World.

We are in the middle of interviews for San Angelo
and continue to recruit for our other AgriLife Ex-
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