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MOVING ON  

After 32 years of dedicated service, Dr. Billy 
Warrick, Professor & Extension Agronomist at 
San Angelo retired. A dinner was served at the 
Tom Green County 4-H Building on September 
4, 2008 where many friends and family joined in 
the celebration. 

Dr. Giovanni Piccinni was honored at a reception in the department on August 
21,2008 for his years of service to Soil and Crop Sciences and Texas AgriLife Research.  
Dr. Piccinni served as Assistant/Associate Professor at the Texas A&M Research and 
Extension Center, Uvalde from April, 2000 until August, 2008.  He implemented  a plant 
stress physiology research program for the southern region of Texas that focused on 
establishment of crop water coefficients for major agronomic crops in that area.  The 
objective of his research was to optimize water use and to determine the threshold for 
irrigation frequency for obtaining maximum yield under limited water availability.  Dr. 
Piccinni accepted a position with Monsanto Company, St. Louis, MO as the Abiotic 

Stress Strategy Lead for their Corn Trait Development.  We wish Dr. Piccinni continued success in his new position. 

NEW ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR RESEARCH - Borlaug Institute 

Bill Payne, Professor of Crop Physiology at the Texas AgriLIFE Research and Exten-
sion Station in Amarillo, has recently moved to College Station to take up his new 
positions as Assistant Director for Research for the Norman Borlaug Institute for In-
ternational Agriculture and Liaison Scientist with the McKnight Foundation. As Assis-
tant Director for Research for the Borlaug Institute, Bill will be responsible for leader-
ship in international agriculture research across relevant parts of the Texas A&M Uni-
versity System, including promotion of scholarship and research and coordination 
across relevant departments and units to ensure that Texas A&M continues to be a 
leader in agricultural cooperation around the world. Bill will also provide program-
matic coordination for the USAID CRSP programs across Texas A&M AgriLife, and will 
work to enhance cooperation with the CGIAR centers and other international agricul-

tural research centers. He will continue to supervise graduate research in the department, and is expected to eventually 
develop a course related to international agriculture with emphasis on Africa. 
 

As Liaison Scientist with the McKnight Foundation, Bill will be responsible for developing a regional analysis of the cur-
rent state of agriculture in Africa, developing strategies to make improvements in the areas of agricultural production 
and human nutrition, identifying needs for targeted grant-making and potential grantees, developing and implementing 
calls for competitive proposals, reviewing proposals and appointing review panels, and technical supervision and peri-
odic evaluation of funded proposals. He will also be responsible for identifying promising graduate students in countries 
in which McKnight is operating. 
 

Bill states that he looks forward to discussions with unit heads and faculty over the coming months in his new role with 
the Borlaug Institute to develop strategies to utilize TAMUS‘ enormous knowledge and experience to address the prob-
lems of poverty and inadequate food and nutrition in the world. 
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Last week we celebrated “National Housekeeping Week” by serving lunch to 
all of our housekeepers.  Thanks goes to (L to R)  Elma, Ida, Margarita, Albina, 
and Ana. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Oct. 5-9 2008 ASA Annual Meeting, Houston, TX - George R. Brown Convention Center 

Oct. 2-3 Surface Mine Reclamation Workshop 

Oct. 7  Faculty Advisory Committee 

Dec. 8-10 Texas Turfgrass Association Annual Conference & Show, Fort Worth, Texas 

Congratulations to Drs. Gaylon and Cristine Morgan on the birth of their son, William Zeff Morgan. William 
was born September 15th, at 2:19 p.m., weighing 8lbs. 8oz.  William is welcomed home by his big sister, 
Claire. 

NEW BABY CONGRATULATIONS! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Congratulations to Dr. Eric Hequet on his recent promotion to Associate Professor. Dr. Hequet is the Project 
Director at the Lubbock Research and Extension Center. 
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ASA  

 

 

 

PRINTING A POSTER? 
If you plan to print a poster on the poster plotter for ASA, there is a sign up sheet on the 3rd floor, room 
341 that is filling up quickly. 

 

 

WANT FREE FOOD, FUN & FELLOWSHIP? 
Plan to attend the mixer at the Hilton Americas on Tuesday evening. See the next page for details. 
 

 

NEED A RIDE? 
We will have two vans going to and from Houston daily (Monday thru Thursday) to attend the ASA An-
nual meeting.  The vans will leave College Station at 6:00 a.m. and 7:30 a.m.  and return from Houston 
daily around 5:00 p.m., except on Tuesday, travel back to College Station will be after the mixer.   Please 
let Judy (845-3041) know if you are interested.   

 

 

 

    

  GSA                    SSSA                     ASA                       CSSA                GCAGS                HGS 

We’re on the web!  
http://soilcrop.tamu.edu 

JOIN US ! 

See You There! 
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