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 We are now full swing into 
the semester and there is a 
roar of excitement running 
through the department. It 
sounds like our soon-to-be 
graduates are interviewing for 

some very exciting opportunities and that 
as yet the ag sector is continuing to build.  
We face the beginning of spring planting 
with a real enthusiasm for our efforts 
amongst both students and clientele.  We 
are rapidly facing crunch time on several 
faculty positions within our department that 
should help us meet the demand for more 
students and classes.  We will soon be in-
terviewing for the Beaumont nutrient man-
agement position, the cereal technology 
position, the agronomist at Weslaco, and 
continuing on our search for Overton.  This 
will be quickly followed by interviews for a 
quantitative genetics position and grass 
breeding position and two or three more 
extension positions.  I really appreciate 
your efforts to participate in these as they 
will make the new face of our department.   
 

I had the opportunity to visit with the Texas 
Turfgrass Producers at their meeting in Bay 
City on January 28 and 29.   The sod in-
dustry continues to grow and consolidate 
and AgriLife Research and Extension are 
appreciated by them.  I was able to meet 
with the Cotton Physiology group in Austin 
as they discuss the transformation of the 
cotton industry to new higher quality varie-
ties.  This was followed by meetings with 
the Texas Seed Trade Association, South-
ern ASA and the Soil Survey and Land Re-
source Workshop.  Congratulations to all of 
our scientists that help make these great 
events and to those making other events 

great that I was unable to participate in.  I am 
really pleased with the breadth and depth of 
our interaction with clientele and fellow scien-
tist.   
 

We continue to work to bring several bio-
energy funding sources to fruition, but it looks 
like funding for this year will top 4 million 
statewide for members of our department.  
While grant funding was down a bit last year, 
it looks like we are on pace to show signifi-
cant improvements in 2008.  A special thanks 
to Drs. Travis Miller, Bill Rooney, and Jürg 
Blumenthal for participating in so many tours 
and discussions over the past year with no 
funding yet available.  It now seems that a 
group of companies are interested in talking 
about efforts in our more traditional fields and 
while there is no money there yet, it does 
seem that there are some real opportunities 
for enhancing these linkages as well.  The 
first will likely be BASF on April 25.   
 

We are moving towards getting a new Urban 
Center for turf set up, but more slowly than I 
expected and unfortunately the progress on 
this is made to look fast when compared with 
a new soil testing lab.  However, some of our 
smaller projects are coming along well includ-
ing getting some renovation work done in the 
Agronomy Field Lab.  I continue to solicit your 
help in improving our appearance to the gen-
eral public, from keeping weeds around build-
ings under control, to keeping our hallways 
free of junk –  for both safety and aesthetic 
reasons we really need to keep storage out of 
the halls.   
 

It is time to get our thoughts on potential ini-
tiatives in order.  At this time we are looking 
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at how to better fund nutrient manage-
ment research and extension, urban 
issues, invasive species and other pub-
lic health issues (mycotoxins).  If you 
have other ideas please get them to 
Travis, Wayne or I in the near future.   
 
Our condolences to Craig Bednarz and 
his family on the loss of his brother and 
to Jane Seaver and her family on the 
loss of her mother.   
 

This weeks Golden Houselkeeping 
Award goes to Dr. Dirk Hays and his 
crew for really getting the 2nd floor lab 
cleaned up.  Stop by and take a look at 
room 227. 
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Continued from first page. 

              KUDOS! 
Congratulations to Sam Willingham on winning first place in the Southern Weed 
Science Society graduate student paper contest. His presentation was entitle 
“Propanil effects on absorption and translocation of penoxsula in Alligator weed 
(Alternanthera philoxeroides)”. Sam’s advisor is Dr. Mike Chandler. 

 
 

Congratulations to Robert Lemon, AgriLife Extension cotton specialist, was recently recognized 
by his peers from across the Cotton Belt as the 2007 Extension Cotton Specialist of the Year at 
the recent Beltwide Cotton Conference in Nashville, Tenn. 
 

 

 

 

Caleb Warren, TAMU Turf Club president, standing in front of the 
new Texas A&M booth at the GIS trade show. A special thanks to 
the TORO Giving Program fund that helped to provide the profes-
sional looking booth.  
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Dr. Dirk  Hays’ Lab 

Congratulations to Kurt Steinke and his wife on their 
new Baby, Kaden James.   I also want to congratu-
late Sam Feagley and family on their new grand-
baby, Christopher Cole. 



Page 3 Aggie Agenda Volume 2,  Issue  1 
  

  
  

D
e

p
a

rt
m

e
n

t 
o

f 
S

o
il

 a
n

d
 C

ro
p

 S
c
ie

n
c
e

s
 

CONTACT US: 
Department of Soil and Crop Sciences • 2474 TAMU • College Station • TX • 77843-2474• 979-845-3041 

BUSINESS CARDS - Business cards may be ordered for extension and research colleagues 
online at http://agcomm.tamu.edu/resources/businesscards. Please read the entire page of instruc-
tions before you begin to place your order. Please proof your materials carefully before clicking 
the SEND button. What you click is what you get. Make sure to fill out all information including 
the account number you would like to pay from to avoid delays.  
 

Identity materials are not yet ready for the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. These 
should be available in the next couple weeks. 
 
PERFORMANCE EVAULATIONS - All faculty need to see Judy to schedule their per-
formance evaluations immediately. The calendar is filling up quickly. These need to be com-
pleted by May 31st. Faculty may go to http://soilcrop.tamu.edu  for the online forms. You can 
find these under “About Us” and then select “Employee Intranet”.  Program specialists, assis-
tants, associates, and support staff also need to be completed by this date. 
  
 

 

 

New Arrivals! 

 

 

 

 

SAD NEWS 
Craig Bednarz’s brother passed away Feb-
ruary 9, 2008. Please keep Craig and his 
family in your thoughts and prayers. 

   
r Extension Agronomist, Overton - 

Interviewing 
r Extension Agronomist, Corpus - 

Filled 
r Extension Agronomist, Com-

merce - Advertised 
r Grass Breeding - Reviewing Ap-

plicants 
r Quantitative Geneticist - Review-

ing Applicants 
r Cereal Technology - Interviewing 

Applicants 
r Soil Scientist, Stephenville -  Ad-

vertised 
r Agronomist, Weslaco - Interview-

ing Applicants 
r Nutrient Management, Beaumont 

- Advertised 
r Cotton Breeder, Lubbock - Re-

viewing Applicant 
r Four Molecular Genetics, Plant 

Biotech Center - Advertised 

Position Updates 

C ongratulations to Dr. Sam and Son-
nie Feagley as they welcome a new 

grandson, Christopher Cole. Christopher 
was born January 3rd. 

We also want to congratulate Kurt and 
Elizabeth Steinke on the birth of their son, 
Kaden James, born on January 15th at 
8:50 am. 

Congratulations to Lea Dell Morris and 
family upon the arrival of a new grand-
baby.  Harper Louise arrived February 
7th. 



     
     
     
     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEPS SYMPOSIUM 2008 PRESENTS 
“PLANT BIOLOGY IN THE GENOME ERA” 

Wednesday March 5, 2008 8:30‐5:00 
Reed Arena – 3rd Floor Ballroom (301B) 

 
FEATURED SPEAKERS 

 
“Getting round the guard cell – Channels at the traffic intersection,” Michael Blatt: Professor, Department of 
Botany, University of Glasgow, Scotland. 
 
“Applied Photosynthesis: Putting Photosystem  I  to Work,” Barry Bruce: Professor, Department of Chemical 
and Biomolecular Engineering, University of Tennessee‐Knoxville. 
 
“Plant Development in a Woody Perennial Context: Insights from Poplar Genomics,” Amy Brunner:  Associate 
Professor, Department of Forestry, Virginia Tech University. 
 
“Analyzing  the role of  the kinome  in  the control of sugar  flux with FRET sensors,” Wolf Frommer: Associate 
Professor, Department of Biology, Carnegie Institution of Washington, Stanford University. 
 
“Dissection of Arabidopsis Seed Development,” John Harada: Professor, Department of Biology, University of 
California, Davis. 
 
“Sugar Regulation of Cell Proliferation via  the Arabidopsis Heterotrimeric G Protein,” Alan  Jones: Professor, 
Department of Biology, University of North Carolina. 
 
“Small RNAs and Epigenetic Regulation in the Abiotic Stress Responses,” Jian‐Kang Zhu: Professor, Department 
of Biology, University of California, Riverside. 

 
THANK YOU SPONSORS 

Institute for Plant Genomics and Biotechnology, Department of Biochemistry and Biophysics, 
Department of Ecosystem Science and Management, Department of Soil and Crop Sciences, 

Department of Horticultural Sciences, Department of Plant Pathology, 
BioTrove and Roche 

 




