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t is great to see the fall
semester off to such a
great start. Remember our hot
dog feed on September 25, A
special thanks to Dr. Don Vie-

tor for following up on our
goal of hosting bio-energy
seminars this fall. The talks by
Drs. Holtzapple, McCarl and
Sergio Capareda were well re-
ceived and have stimulated
good discussion.

Continued discussions on bio-
energy are extremely timely as
we launch projects with CE-
RES, Chevron Technology
Ventures, Sun Grants, Crop-
ping Systems grants and oth-
ers. I hope many of you are
making plans for upcoming
TAES, DOE and NRI submis-
sions. It is truly an exciting
time for the Soil and Crops
Sciences Department.

This past month I participated
in new faculty orientation,
new department head orienta-
tion and discussions on the
launching of our new branding
effort. Talso had the opportu-
nity to engage our Extension
group in discussion of paths to
a better future at their retreat.

We continue to engage in dis-
cussion of transitioning to a

more urban approach at Pros-
per and Dallas and the oppor-
tunities for serving the pro-
duction clientele of Northeast
TX. Further discussions are
planned for the month of Sep-
tember.

Our annual golf tournament
was postponed due to rain,
but the fund raising silent and
live auction was well sup-
ported. I will let you know as
soon as an alternate date is
established for the tourna-
ment itself. Thanks to all that
served to make the event a
valuable contribution to turf
research. A special thanks to
Dr. Murano for her participa-

tion in this effort.

A special welcome to Staci
Frerich. She will be working
to recruit students for our
department. If you know
students that should receive
information about our depart-
ment please share it with
Staci. SFrerich@ag.tamu.edu
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is her email. Staci comes to us
from the class of ‘93 and cur-
rently resides in Corpus
Christi, where she will be
basing her operations from.

Dr. Larry Redmon filled in
for me as representative to a
strategic planning session on
the Texas Cattle Industry at
Amarillo and Dr. Travis
Miller covered the Bio En-
ergy Conference in Austin.
Dr. Smith and I met with
Dr. Kenimar, Associate Dean
for Academic Operations, on
assessment planning for our
department. Developing
strategies to share with oth-
ers about the quality of our
students and our education
programs will continue to be
important to compete for
future University resources.

Thanks to those that partici-
pated in the TPPA Precision
AG conference in Plainview
and the World Cotton Con-
ference in Lubbock. I had
the opportunity to observe
how well received Texas
A&M , TAES and TCE sci-
entists were at the World
Cotton Conference. It was a
special pleasure to see our
student leadership in this
conference, with many pre-
senting outstanding posters
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and papers. It was a great op-
portunity for us to show-case
our cotton research to scientists
around the world. The confer-
ence brought many individual
scientists to visit before and
after the conference and high-
lights the esteemed programs
of cotton research and exten-
sion.

Congratulations and best
wishes to Bill Ocumpaugh on
his retirement, to Tina Nuche
on her new job, to Diane Jones
on her many years of service
and Daralyn Wallace on re-
turning to her previous job that

she loved.

This week Toro executives are

coming to town to show-case
their recent turf equipment do-
nations and to get a better un-
derstanding of our planned
move to a new facility. We are
hosting two major companies
on discussions on bioenergy
and working on getting posi-
tions ready to recruit for our
national meeting in New Or-
leans. Speaking of New Or-
leans, make sure to plan to at-
tend the Aggie Mixer on Tues-
day, November 6, 2007, 5:30 to
7:40 at Mulates Party Hall, 201
Julia St. in New Orleans, LA.
Check out their website for

directions.
http://www.mulates.com/locations.htm

This should be a great chance
to visit with former Aggies.

Next week I am presenting an
overview of our activities to the
HEEP board and hosting a
group from Brazil.

Congratulations to this weeks

winner of the Gold Housekeep-
ing Award, Linda Carpenter,
Kathy Schmitt and the TA’s
involved for their work on the
cleanup of the Soil Teaching
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Catherine Lee joined the

. staff in the In-
struction Office
on August 21
and hit the
ground running
with the start of
the fall semester quickly
approaching the next week.
She will be providing clerical
support to our Soils and
Turf faculty. She also will
serve as receptionist for the
instruction office.

Catherine has considerable
experience with many types
of software including most
Microsoft Office programs
and has worked as a freelance
graphic designer for the last 3

years as well as working as a
teacher’s assistant at Central Bap-
tist Weekday School last year.
Catherine and her husband Neal
have two children, Rachel (5) and
Mikey (4). Neal is a Planner & Esti-
mator at the TAMU Physical Plant.

Tiffany Green joined our staff on
August 1. She helped
fill in after Lea Dell
moved upstairs and
until Catherine ar-
rived. She is providing

clerical support for our
Crops, Weeds, Geneticist and Mo-
lecular faculty. She will also pro-
vide the MEPS Program with cleri-
cal and administrative support.

Tiffany comes to us from the
Texas Department of Criminal

Justice in Huntsville with 10 years
of administrative support experi-
ence. She is taking classes at Sam
Houston State University where
she is maintaining a 4.0. Tiffany
has 2 children, Haley (7) and
Paige (5) and recently (August 11)
married Chris Green, a lineman for
Bryan Texas Utilities.

If you have not met Catherine and
Tiffany, drop in sometime so we
can introduce you. A new phone
list will be going out soon that
shows the faculty members that
each will be primarily supporting.
As always the rest of us are here
to help when needed.
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SEMINARS

September 26

Dr. Bill Rooney will give
a presentation at the

Biological & Ag Engineer-

ing Dept. at 4:10 p.m. in
Scoates 208.

October 3

Various Students and
Dr. Steve Hague

CIMMYT/Mexico Trip
Report

October 10
70 be announced

October 17
Sam Willingham and
Chris Souder

October 24

Sarah Lancaster and
Cullen Tittle

October 31
Dr. Jurg Blumenthal

November 9
Dr. Peter Gregory

November 15

Travis Janak and
Stephen Caster

November 21
NO SEMINAR

November 28
Polly Longenberger

and Nyland Falkenberg
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Congratulations again to Randy Boman on being recognized at the annual D-2

Awards and Recognition event with a framed certificate for the Meritorious
Service Award.

Position Update

Forage Extension at Overton — Active Search

Grain Quality and Technology at College Station -- Advertised

Cropping Systems at Beaumont — Position Description Development

Crops Extension at Corpus Christi — Position Description Development

Grass Breeder at College Station — Position Description Development
Quantitative Genetics at College Station — Position Description Development

Upcoming Events

September 25 Hot Dog Feed

October 4 - 5 Surface Mine Reclamation Workshop, College Station Hilton
October 9 Statewide Faculty Meeting (Room 440)

November 6 Aggie Mixer at the ASA meeting in New Orleans
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We’re on the web!

http://soilcrop.tamu.edu







