
Volume III, Issue 7

Department of Soil and Crop Sciences · TAMU 2474 · College Station · TX · 77843-2474·979-845-3041

       Aggie Agenda

August 12, 2009

This summer included meetings with DuPont 
Dannisco, Turfgrass Producers, Texas Turf 
Grass Research and Education Fund, search 
for stress physiologist at Amarillo, search 
for director of AgriLife Research, review of 
MEPS, Beaumont Field Day, Peckerwood 
Gardens assessment, food Safety Task force, 
Cotton Inc. breeders tours, peanut produc-
ers, drought management and development of 
drought resistance germplasm, presentation on 
the Next Green Revolution in Kansas, Ag Re-
gional Program Directors retreat, NRG discus-
sions, Great Plains sorghum Conference, and  
Shell Oil bioenergy discussions.   
Castor research has led to identifi cation of 
great potential for castor and this month we 
asked the Texas Department of Ag to hold dis-
cussions with the commodity groups of Texas 
to discuss methods to take advantage of this 
research as it is completed over the next 2-3 
years.   Many from the group stressed the risk 
to the ability to market other crops if contami-
nated with castor as the major concern.  Other 
issues were identifi ed and we will be working 
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Welcome back to our newsletter editor.  Deborah 
has been out for several days with knee surgery.  
During this time we have delayed the newsletter, 
but with grant opportunities, budgeting, summer 
fi eld activities and end of the year purchases it 
has been a busy time.  
Congratulations to all of you for your continued 
efforts and success in grants.  It appears that if 
the pace holds it will be another record year for 
grant income.  State budgets will allow us to op-
erate at a very similar level to this year.  While 
some redirection was required from teaching, we 
will not be dealing with loss of faculty or staff 
positions as many of our peer departments are 
around the country.  Grants with matching re-
quirements continue to be a bookkeeping chal-
lenge and I encourage anyone with dollars com-
mitted to match to start early and be diligent in 
meeting this obligation.   I need to mention that 
as new students arrive and you transition staff 
that we really need to make sure that they un-
derstand the need to utilize HUB vendors and 
provide paperwork that supports lack of avail-
ability.  This is law and not a guideline of the 
A&M system.  

Congratulations Graduates!Congratulations Graduates!
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The faculty advisory committee has been ac-
tive this summer working with me to refl ect on 
budget redirections, priorities for infrastruc-
ture, research equipment, positions and issues.  
This provided a solid base as our administration 
transitions and explores new opportunities.  Dr. 
Hussey will be visiting the department and we 
have developed a group of presenters to provide 
highlights of our future to him on August 26 at 3 
pm.  All faculty members should plan to partici-
pate in the discussion especially through discus-
sions with the presenters prior to the 26th.  See 
tentative list of presenters attached.   

with the Department of Ag and the commod-
ity groups to address these issues as we move 
forward.  If you hear issues on this please relay 
them to Dr. Miller so we can continue to ad-
dress the issues.
Rickie Knox has been a valuable part of our 
research and extension efforts for the past sev-
eral years, a friend and loyal colleague to many 
within the department.   We are saddened by the 
loss and wish his family the best, as they move 
forward.   
Congratulations to our summer graduates.  We 
are fortunate that the job and career market for 
these graduates remains strong relative to many 
disciplines.  We wish them the best  as they 
move to the next step in their careers.  

(Continued from fi rst page)

Graduate Students
Francis W. Beecher - MS - MEPS - chair - Dirk Hays.  He will remain in SCSC to work toward                 
 a PhD in PLBR
Ryan S. Mersmann - MS - SOSC - chair - Tom Hallmark
Keisha M. Rose-Harvey - MS - WMHS - chair - Kevin McInnes
Tim R. Pannkuk - PhD - AGRO - chair - Richard White

Undergraduate Student
      Jordan K. Burns - BS - AGRO - Soil & Crop Mgmt Option 

 Congratulations Graduates!



  Awards

        Gold Housekeeping Award
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Kudos!

    Congratulations to the 2nd 
fl oor Graduate offi ce. They 
have gone through a complete 
remodeling project. Walls and 
offi ces have been moved to 
better  handle all of the busi-
ness that takes place in this of-
fi ce.
     This summer was a little 
hectic for everyone involved, 
but with patience and under-
standing, the job is just about 
complete and ready for a new 
year of classes and students.
          Stop by and take a look at 
the new and improved Aca-
demic offi ces.

Congratulations to Dr. Mark McFarland on receiving the “Excel-
lence in Extension Award” for the Southern Region.

This award is presented annually to an individual who has strived 
throughout his/her career to achieve benchmarks refl ective of ex-
cellence in Extension educational programming.



Page 4 Volume III, Issue 7

We’re on the web! http://soilcrop.tamu.edu

• Extension Wheat Specialist, College Station - Advertised
• Extension Agronomist, Uvalde - Advertised
• Crop Stress Physiology, Amarillo - Interviewing
• Sugar Cane Breeder, Weslaco - Advertised
• Turf Ecology, College Station - Advertised
• Cropping Systems, Vernon - Position being developed
• Small Grains Genetics, Amarillo - Position being developed
• Soil Fertility, Overton - Position being developed 

    Position Updates - See job descriptions at: https://great jobs.tamu.edu

  Summer Trip of Hongbin Zhang to China

Dr. Hongbin Zhang was invited as a plant ge-
nomics scientist to visit the Province of Helongji-
ang and Northwest A&F University, China during 
the summer 2009. The visit to Helongjiang em-
phasized maize genomics and its applications in 
germplasm analysis and breeding. Helongjiang 
is located in Northeastern China, with junctions 
north to Russia and east to North Korea. It has 
three major crops, soybean (ca. 40%), corn (ca. 
24%) and rice (ca. 16%).  Dr. Zhang was invited 
to visit the Helongjiang Academy of Agricultural 

Sciences at Harbin, the top research institute of 
agricultural sciences in the province, where he 
gave two lectures: one entitled “A New Techno-
logical Revolution Is Coming: Current Status and 
Perspectives of Modern Genomics Research” 
and the other entitled “Map-based Cloning of 
Genes and QTLs in Crop Plants”. It seemed 
that the scientists there, including breeders and 
biotechnologists, are very interested in modern 
genomics research and its applications, and 
cloning and applications of genes and QTLs im-
portant in agriculture. Afterwards, Dr. Zhang had 
a tour of the academy and experimental fi elds. 
The academy has its own agrigenomics labora-
tory that provides services to breeders and the 
public in new variety verifi cation which is required 
currently for registration in China, variety seed 
purity verifi cation, variety protection, germplasm 
and variety fi ngerprinting, and marker-assisted 
breeding. They have established fi ngerprints for 
nearly 5,000 varieties and elite germplasm lines 
of corn. The academy has its own demonstration 

NWAFU Center for Genomics and Biotechnology

(continued next page)
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gardens and fi elds that are open to the public, 
which seems an excellent idea for new variety 
and technology extension and public education. 
In the Biotechnology Research Institute of the 
academy, the genetic transformation via pollen 
tube pathway, a genetic transformation technique 
that has been debated for a long time in the west-
ern countries, has been used extensively for crop 
breeding (see the fi gure on left) and a number 
of new varieties have been developed with the 
technology and released. 

 

The Northwest A&F University resides at Yan-
gling, a college town very similar to College 
Station, in Northwest China. Here, the letter “A” 
indicates “Agriculture” while “F” indicates “For-
estry”. NWAFU is among few national-level Ag-
gie schools in China and Yangling is the only 
town in China that serves as a national platform 
for demonstration, extension and exchange of 
modern agricultural sciences and technologies. 
Dr. Zhang was invited to give a lecture entitled 
“A New Technological Revolution Is Coming: 
Current Status and Perspectives of Modern Ge-
nomics Research.”. He also met with the faculty 
of the College of Agricultural Sciences to discuss 
agrigenomics and its applications in breeding, 
with an emphasis on wheat genome physical 
mapping and sequencing. The university has a 
wheat breeding program that is well-recognized 
in China. The most impressive to Dr. Zhang was 
its Center for Genomics and Biotechnology, in-
dicating the inputs and efforts of the university 
into research in the fi eld. 

                                      Dr. Hongbin Zhang

(Summer Trip continued)

Molecular breeding of soybean by direct injection of tar-
get donor total genomic DNA or cloned genes into plants 
growing in the fi eld via pollen tube pathway (photo by 
Prof. Bojun Lei).

 Tenure and Promotion Procedures - 2009
Listed below are the the remaining dates that will be utilized and should be closely adhered to in order to 
meet university deadlines:

August 21, 2009 - Final packets will be distributed to Promotion and Tenure Committee.

September 4, 2009 - Promotion and tenure committee meets to discuss candidate’s packets and record 
votes.

September 25, 2009 - Packets, accompanied by vote of promotion and tenure committee and unit head 
recommendations, forwarded to Dean/Director (date tentative).

Tenure and/or promotion represent major milestones in an individual’s career. Care must be taken to ensure 
that the process is conducted in a fair and equitable manner.

Please let us know if you have questions or comments regarding these procedures. 



 Jack Eugene Eberspacher, age 55, of Vienna, Va., passed away at INOVA Cameron Glen Nursing and 
Hospice Center on July 5, 2009 following a brief but courageous battle with brain cancer.

Jack was born on February 13, 1954 in Seward, Neb. to Max and Lois Schernikau Eberspacher. He gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science from the University of Nebraska Lincoln in 1976. On March 19, 1977 he 
was united in marriage to Jinger Jorgensen of Exeter, Neb.

After several years working in various agribusiness positions throughout the United States, Jack was named 
the Chief Executive Offi cer of the National Grain Sorghum Producers Association headquartered in Lub-
bock, Texas. Nine years later, in 1998, he accepted the position of Chief Executive Offi cer of the National 
Association of Wheat Growers in Washington, D.C. In 2001, Jack was appointed President and CEO of the 
Agricultural Retailers Association, where he remained until his death.

Jack is survived by his wife, Jinger, and children, Sam and Maggie, of Vienna, Va.; parents, Max and Lois 
Eberspacher of Seward, Neb.; sister, Susan Bailey of Tulsa, Okla.; brother, Val (Lori) Eberspacher of Mar-
shall, Minn.; as well as nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.

Wayne Raska’s father, Herman Raska, passed away on July 22, 2009. Please keep this family in 
you thoughts and prayers.

Rickie Knox passed away Thursday, July 30, 2009. Rickie lived in Centerline, Texas and was 
employed at Texas A&M University in the Farm Services Department for 19 years.  He has been a 
valued employee at the Brazos bottom and well recognized for his dedication to the farm and his 
pleasant approach to hard work and diverse personalities. 

Rickie is surived by his parents, siblings, children, grandchildren and many more family members 
and friends and co-workers that will greatly miss him. 

Please keep the Stelly family in your thoughts and prayers as Dr. David Stelly’s mother passed 
away July 31. She will be buried in Grand Coteau, beside her husband, Matt, sometime in October

  Sympathy
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List of coordinators and presenters for the August 26, meeting with Dr. Hussey:
1.)  Urban ecology/soil testing lab/agronomy farm road lab replacements --Richard White coor-
dinator with Tony Provin and Wayne Smith assisting.

2.)  Research capacity enhancement -- Frank Hons will coordinate this and cover issues identi-
fi ed in our review including labs/hoods, major equipment for labs and improved irrigation/water 
study areas.

3.)  Water and soils issues -- Mark McFarland will coordinate 

4.)  Bioenergy sorghum/oil/algae -- Bill Rooney will coordinate

5.)  Food safety -- Lloyd Rooney will coordinate

6.)  Forages --  Larry Redmon will coordinate

7.)  Curriculum review, departmental majors, name  -- Jim Heilman will coordinate David Zu-
berer will present

  Faculty Advisory Committee
The Faculty Advisory Committee met on July 
28th. The major item of discussion was the up-
coming visit of Vice-Chancellor Mark Hussey 
to the department on August 26th. Major topi-
cal areas for this meeting and discussion leaders 
were determined. Other items discussed included 
PUF equipment prioritization and updates on 
the Urban Ecology Center and the departmen-
tal development plan and budget. Possibilities 
for TXDOT research funding were discussed 

as was better mentoring of junior faculty. If you 
have questions or items that need to be discussed, 
please contact any of the committee members.

Committee members are Tom Cothren, Dirk 
Hays, Tom Hallmark, Frank Hons, Jim Muir, 
Larry Redmon, and Lloyd Rooney. Please 
contact any of us if you have questions or 
input concerning the above items or if you 
have additional issues that should be con-
sidered by the Committee.
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Department of Soil & Crop Sciences, TAMU 2474, College Station, TX 77843-2474
Ph. 979.845.3041, Fax 979.845.0456

Aug. 19-20 Southern Regional Department Heads

Aug. 26 Vice Chancellor visit to Department, 3 p.m.

Aug. 26 Ceres campus visit

Aug. 30 Freshman Convocation, 2 p.m.

Sept. 13 Maroon and White, Dallas.  

Sept. 14 Golf Tournament Dallas

Sept. 14-16 Vice Chancellor Retreat

Sept. 17 Lubbock Centennial

Oct. 6  Blacklands Research and Extension Center and USDA-ARS Grassland Lab 
Open House and Centennial Celebration, Temple, TX - See attached for more information

Nov. 1-5 ASA/CSSA/SSSA Annual Meetings in Pittsburgh, PA

Nov. 12-15 Sigma Xi at The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel, The Woodlands, TX

Nov. 13-19 AAIC 21st Annual Meeting in Chile

Nov. 16-17 TSTA

Dec. 14-16 TTA Conference, Austin Convention Center, Austin, TX 

Dec. 2-3   TPPA 21st Annual Conference at the Brazos Center, Bryan, TX

Jan. 4-7 Beltwide Cotton Conference in New Orleans, LA

Jan. 9-13 Plant Genome at the Town & Country Convention Center, San Diego, CA

Jan. 11-14 Ag Program Annual Meeting
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Slilve tVle Dlilte� 
TEXA 

INVITATIONaL 

For more information, go to: 
http:// invltational.tamu.edu/ 

2009 Texas A&M Invitational� 
Maroon & White Evening and Golf Tournament� 

Maroon & White Evening� 
Featuring the Aggie Wranglers & Singing Cadets� 

Sunday, September 13, 2009� 

Golf Tournament� 
Featuring Aggie Celebrities & Aggie Helicopter Golf Ball Drop� 

Monday, September 14, 2009� 

Brookhaven Country Club� 
Dallas, Texas� 

The Texas A&M Invitational Golf Tournament was founded in 1998. 

During the past 11 years the Invitational has raised $750,000. 
Proceeds from the tournament support the Texas Turfgrass Research, Education and Extension Endowment, funding programs in 

turfgrass science through the Department of Soil and Crop Sciences at Texas A&M University. 

The funds help advance technology and education in the Texas turfgrass industry, specifically to develop grasses and management 
systems that have lessdemand for water and pesticides and are environmentally friendly. 

The goal is to benefit not only golfers but to enhance the life of all of the citizens of Texas. 




