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Welcome Back Ag
gies! 

Department of 

SOIL AND CROP SCIENCES 

Greetings Soil and Crop Sciences Undergraduates! 
 
Howdy!  Welcome to the Fall 2008 Semester!  We’re glad to have you back as well as pleased 
to welcome those of you who are new to the department as transfer students or incoming fresh-
men.  I’d like to extend a personal welcome to each of you and I would also like to call your at-
tention to some opportunities to become more involved departmental activities through partici-
pation in the Texas A&M University Agronomy Society (“Agronomy Club”).  I think you will find 
your participation an enjoyable experience and an opportunity for establishing lasting friend-

ships with fellow students as well as opportunities for professional development through attendance and participation 
at local, state and national meetings of various professional societies. 
 

The student Agronomy Society will hold its organizational meeting on Tuesday September 2nd at 5:30 
PM in Room 440 of the Heep Center.   
 

So, come on out and get involved! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

David Baltensperger 
Department Head     
 
Department of Soil and Crop Sciences 

Soil and Crop Sciences • Texas A&M University • 370 Olsen Blvd. •College Station, Texas • 979.845.3041 

August 28, 2008 

College of Agriculture 
and  Life Sciences 
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May We Help You? 

Dr. Wayne Smith is the Associate Head and Graduate Advisor.  Visit with Dr. 
Smith about your graduate program; and other issues related to Soil and 
Crop Sciences.  

Mark Hall is our undergraduate advisor for students who major or 
minor in Agronomy and Plant and Environmental Soil Science.  If 
undergraduate students need assistance with registration or advice 
about classes, Mark is available to help. 

Glenda Kurten works with graduate students.  She is a valuable guide to 
help students with registration and departmental payments toward their 
student financial account.  She also can direct students to the Office of 
Graduate Studies, International Student Services or other offices that 
can assist grad students with particular issues. 

Kathy Ferguson works with our department’s graduate and un-
dergraduate students.  New graduate students should see her for 
their orientation packet, to request access to our server, group- 
wise e-mail, and the computer room; or to be assigned a desk in 
our graduate offices.   Kathy also works closely with Mark Hall on 
the departmental scholarship process. 

Tiffany Green works with the MEPS graduate students.  Tiffany also 
provides clerical support for all crop and molecular oriented courses in 
the department.  She is available to assist students with questions re-
lated to these classes. 

The Instruction office is on the 2nd floor directly across from the elevators. The staff and fac-
ulty are there to help you and ready to answer any questions you might have. If you don’t 

have any questions, just stop by and get acquainted  with these friendly faces and you might 
even find something good to snack on. 

We’re on the web!  
http://soilcrop.tamu.edu 

Anna Fox serves as receptionist for the teaching office 
and is your first contact when you come in our office. 
Anna provides clerical support for all soil and turf 
classes  and for Dr. Cralle’s classes. She is available to 
assist students with questions related to these classes. 
She also provides support for the student organiza-
tions in our department.  
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 Welcome Back From the Advising Office 
 Mark Hall 

It’s nice to once again pass our students in the hallways and see them studying (or on occa-
sion, sleeping) in the atrium.  As a reminder to those graduating this December; you must ap-
ply for your degree before 5:00 PM September 5 to avoid paying one of those late fees we all 

love.  Most of you have already checked with me to make sure your degree audit is clear, but if not, please do 
so as soon as possible.  You can check multiple times during the semester if it makes you feel better. 

If you are a student not yet ready to graduate, you should remember to make an appointment for advising be-
fore your pre-registration window is open.  This will enable me to more efficiently help you choose classes, 
and keep you from having to wait in line to get in my door.  This semester, the last day to Q-drop a course is 
October 31, and pre-registration will be on or after November 13. 

Don’t forget the Agriculture Career Exposition (ACE Day), October 1 and 2, from 9 AM – 2 PM in the Kleberg 
Atrium.  This is an opportunity to be introduced to some competitive agriculture companies and possibly make 
some contacts.  These people really want to meet you. 

The first Agronomy Club meeting will be Tuesday, September 2 at 5:30 PM in 440 Heep Center.  Look for 
postings around the building indicating the time and location of the first Turf Club meeting. 

 

 

Summer 2008 Graduates 
Geno Polka - BS - AGRO - SCM 

Travis Clawson - MAg - AGRO 

Nan-Yen Chou - MS - AGRO 

Greg Scherbenske - MAg - AGRO 

Jamie Applewhite - MS - SOSC 

Dhananjay Mani - MS - PLBR 

Computer Lab Information 
If you will be using the undergraduate computer lab, see Kathy Ferguson or Anna Fox in the Instruc-
tion office for the password. The computer lab is room 112 . 

*Reminder to ASA participants 
If you plan to present a poster at ASA and you want to print it on the poster plotter in room 341, 
you will need to sign up for a time slot. The sign-up sheet will be posted in front of room 341 and 
you need to make sure you use the time you sign up for. These time slots will go quickly, so plan 
ahead. 



CONTACT US: j-young@tamu.edu - 979-845-3041 
Texas A&M University •  Department of Soil & Crop Sciences •TAMU 2474 • College Station •77843 
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Agronomy Society 
2008-2009 Officers 

  President - Tim Merta     Reporter - Ninfa Rodriguez 
  Vice Pres - Aaron Turner    Risk Management Chair - Aaron Franks 
  Secretary - vacant     Merchandise Chair - Joe Roberson 
  Treasurer - Brady Green 
 

Texas A&M Agronomy Society 
 

    The mission of the Texas A&M Agronomy Society (“Agronomy Club”) is to increase and disseminate 
knowledge concerning soils, crops and the environment as well as the conditions affecting them. We seek 
to foster a spirit of cooperation and mutual helpfulness among students in Agronomy and allied fields, and 
to provide an opportunity for a wider acquaintance with agronomic workers and experiences within the 
fields of Soil and Crop Sciences. An important part of our mission is to provide leadership opportunities 
and training for officers and members of the T.A.M.U. Agronomy Society. 
    The Texas A&M Agronomy Society (“Agronomy Club”) is looking forward to another active school 
year!   We need your participation to keep our club a strong, vibrant and nationally recognized chapter of 
SASES (Students of Agronomy, Soils and Environmental Sciences) the national student organization af-
filiated with the Soil Science Society of America, Crop Science Society of America and the American Soci-
ety of Agronomy. “On our plate” for early consideration is participation in College Station’s Adopt-A-Street 
program and planning for participation in the upcoming national meetings in Houston.  Opportunities for 
social interactions and community service are part of regular activities. 
    Please watch for our announcement of the first regularly scheduled meeting of the Agronomy Society 
(likely the second week of the Fall semester) and make it a point to come out and become an active 
member!  If you have any questions, please contact club President Tim Merta 
(farmboy87@neo.tamu.edu) or Drs. Dave Zuberer, Steve Hague or Dirk Hays 
(DZUberer@ag.tamu.edu, SHague@ag.tamu.edu, DBHays@ag.tamu.edu).  Hope to see you at the first 
meeting! 
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Turf Club 
 
2008 – 2009 Officers 
 
President – Cody Fisseler 
Vice Pres – Jeff Kuder 
Secretary – Cortland Winkle 
Treasurer – Robbie Jan 
Member Services – Jake Cottrell 
 
The Aggie Turf Club is a GCSAA student chapter. This partnership allows students the opportunity to experience leader-
ship and interact with members of GCSAA affiliated regional chapters.  Through membership in the Aggie Turf Club, stu-
dents will gain an understanding of the importance of professionalism, continuing education, and other attributes that are 
essential in choosing a career in the Green Industry.  Students will also have the opportunity to network with peers, pro-
fessionals, and former students to gain a better understanding of the turfgrass management cultural environment. 
 

Activities Planned: 
 

1) The first general membership meeting will be Wednesday September 3, 2008 in room 440 Heep Center.  Refresh-
ments will be available!  
 

2) Turf Club will be volunteering their services at the upcoming Texas A&M Invitational golf tournament at Brookhaven 
Country Club in Dallas, TX September 14-15. 
 

3) Turf club will be having regular meetings to prepare for the 2009 Turf Quiz Bowl at the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association meeting in New Orleans, LA during February 2-7, 2009. 
 

4) Show your support for Texas Turf as Turf Club will be selling hats and t-shirts this academic year. 
 

5) Officers are assembling a list of outreach activities, speakers, and social events for the upcoming academic year in-
cluding a golf outing, tailgate, and several speakers. 
 

6) Represent TAMU Turf Club at the Texas Turf Conference and Trade Show in Fort Worth December 8-10, 2008.  
 

Students will have ample opportunities to network with successful former students and to formulate their own career 
goals.  Our “Former Students” are very interested in the welfare of our undergraduates and want them to have the very 
best education, internships, and training possible.  Show up and begin to let good things happen. 
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Sept. 2  Faculty Meeting - Noon 

Sept. 2  Faculty Advisory Committee - 3:00 pm 

Sept. 7-11 2008 AAIC 20th Annual Meeting, College Station - Hilton Hotel 

Sept. 12 Academic Convocation & Investiture of Dr. Elsa Murano 

Oct. 5-9 2008 ASA Annual Meeting, Houston, TX - George R. Brown Convention Center 

Oct. 2-3 Surface Mine Reclamation Workshop 

Dec. 8-10 Texas Turfgrass Association Annual Conference & Show, Fort Worth, Texas 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Dr. Randy Boman, Professor and Extension Agronomist-Cotton was presented with 
the Texas County Ag Agents Outstanding Specialist Award at their annual meeting in 
Amarillo.  This award recognizes specialists for their outstanding contributions to 
county programming.  Congratulations to Randy. 

AG AGENTS PRESENT AWARD TO SOIL & CROP SCIENCES EXTENSION SPECIALIST 

We are saddened by the sudden loss of a HEEP colleague, Dr. John Jackman. Dr. Jackman  passed away 
Thursday morning. He was a professor and Extension entomologist in the Entomology department.  

Funeral arrangements are as follows and will be held at The Memorial Funeral Chapel, 2901 Texas Ave. 
South, College Station, TX (979) 694-8615: 

Visitation from 1:00 - 3:00 pm, Saturday, August 30, 2008 

Memorial Service 1:00 pm, Sunday, August 31, 2008 

SAD NEWS 

Dusty Tittle (L) presents plaque to Randy Boman (R) 

Royal Horticultural Society Honors Dr. James B. Beard 

Recently the Royal Horticultural Society awarded Professor James B. Beard, PhD, DA of Texas, USA the 
Veitch Memorial Medal during a special award dinner at Hampton Court Palace in London. It is conferred on 
persons who have made outstanding contributions to advancement of the science and practice of horticul-
ture. Dr. Beard has served the international turfgrass landscape community for the past 50 years through 
his pioneering research concerning sustainable grasses, practical worldwide lectures, renowned writing, 
and international leadership. He is the first turfgrass scientist to receive this international honor. 
 

Dr. Beard is a former faculty member at Texas A&M University. 



   

 

r Extension Agronomist, Commerce - Interviewing 
r Grass Breeding - Reviewing Applicants 
r Extension Agronomist, Uvalde - Advertised 
r Extension Water Quality, College Station - Reviewing  
r Extension Agronomist, San Angelo - Advertised 
r Water and Crop Research, Uvalde - Advertised 
 

Position Updates  -  See job descriptions at: https://greatjobs.tamu.edu 
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